
ANIMAL DISEASE CONTROL IN THE 
EUROPEAN UNION’S SINGLE MARKET

PROTECTING 
ANIMAL HEALTH





MAINTAINING ANIMAL HEALTH  
IN THE SINGLE MARKET

prevention
detection control animal diseases full transparency

Key facts about EU livestock and trade 
6.27 Mio farms

130 million livestock units
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  IN THE SINGLE MARKET
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PREVENTION
BIOSECURITY

DENSITY OF LIVESTOCK 
POPULATION IN THE EU

“  Reliable animal disease control is indispensable to support the free 
movement of goods in the EU. The Commission is entrusted to enforce our 
control system My services are committed to earn this trust, every day.” 

Ladislav Miko 
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ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION AND MOVEMENT CONTROL

0435

“  Through the close cooperation of the EU Border Inspection Posts, our import 
controls ensure our food is safe Regular workshops and training events 
spread the best practices. For our customers, we disturb the logistical 
process as little as possible”

G.E. (Liesbeth) Kooijman,  
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DETECTION

SURVEILLANCE

CONTINUOUS HEALTH SURVEILLANCE ON FARMS LOCATED IN HIGH RISK AREAS

 

Outbreaks of the most important animal diseases must 

Council Directive 82/894/EEC. 

ALL MAJOR LIVESTOCK DISEASES ARE NOTIFIABLE IN 
THE EU, SUCH AS
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DIAGNOSIS
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DISEASE CONTROL
CONTINGENCY PLANNING

IMMEDIATE MEASURES IN INFECTED HOLDINGS

the veterinary control system of the EU highly resilient and 
contributes to an improved animal health situation. We can 
count on each other’s support at any time.”
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AFRICAN SWINE FEVER  
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THE EU EXPENDITURE RELATED TO ANIMAL HEALTH

EU WIDE SUPPORT AND COOPERATION

CONTROL MEASURES
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COMMUNITY VETERINARY EMERGENCY TEAM 

COMMISSION SUPERVISION

“  The Single Market helps to stabilise farm 
income. Without reliable animal health 
controls it would be impossible to sell 
where prices are the best. “

 
livestock farmer in Lombardy and 
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE

TRANSPARENCY
INFORMATION EXCHANGE

INDEPENDENT SCIENTIFIC ADVICE, GLOBAL STANDARD SETTING



HOW TO OBTAIN EU PUBLICATIONS
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